
                        

                       6 UNIQUELY DIFFERENT METAL KILLER FISH TRAPS  

 
William Blauser 

 
 
     The 6 metal, killer fish traps that are ÔÈÅ ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅ ÁÒÅ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒȭÓ ÆÁÖÏÒÉÔÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅ 
has collected over the previous 25 years.  Three of these traps are patented, while the other 3 may have 
and could have been, because of their unique design, but if so, their letters of patent have not as yet been 
found.  
 
 

THE EVANSõ FRYINõ PAN TRAP 

 
 
     The fish trap pictured in Figures 1a, 1b & 1c was invented by John Evans of Bridgeport, Connecticut in 
1899, being U. S. patent # 621,643 ( Fig. 1d Ɋ ÁÎÄ ÉÓ ÒÅÆÅÒÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÙ ÔÒÁÐ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÏÒÓ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ Ȱ %ÖÁÎÓȭ &ÒÙÉÎȭ 
0ÁÎ 4ÒÁÐ Ȱȟ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÏÂÖÉÏÕÓ ÒÅÁÓÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ ÒÅÓÅÍÂÌÅÓ Á ÃÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎÁl leg hold trap being set inside of an old 
Griswold frying pan. It has a very strong long spring ( or V-spring ) and 2 cast iron jaws, each having 2 
rows of cast iron teeth. The purpose of this invention as stated by Evans in the patent papers was for it to 
ÂÅ ÂÁÉÔÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÕÓÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÃÁÔÃÈÉÎÇ ÆÉÓÈ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÁÓ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÅÄ ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ Ȱ ÔÈÒÏ×Î ÏÖÅÒÂÏÁÒÄ ÁÎÄ 
ÓÉÎË ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÔÔÏÍ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÓÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÔÔÅÒ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÔÕÒÎÉÎÇ ÕÐÓÉÄÅ ÄÏ×Î Ȱ ȟ ÄÕÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ Ȱ metallic pan having 
ÆÌÁÒÅÄ ÅÄÇÅÓ ȰȢ 4ÈÅ ÐÁÎ ÍÅÁÓÕÒÅÓ ρρȢυȱ ÁÃÒÏÓÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÔÒÁÐ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÊÁ×Ó ÒÉÓÉÎÇ υȢυȱ ÈÉÇÈȟ ÔÈÕÓ ÁÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ 
ÊÕÓÔ ÅÎÏÕÇÈ ÒÏÏÍ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÊÁ×Ó ÔÏ ÒÅÓÔ ÉÎÓÉÄÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÎȭÓ ÆÌÁÒÅÄ ÅÄÇÅÓ ×ÈÅÎ ÓÅÔȢ 
 

 
Figure 1a.  Evans' Fryin' Pan Trap in the Sprung Position 

 



 
Figure 1b .  Alternate View of the Evans' Fryin' Pan Trap in the Sprung Position 

 

 
 

Figure 1c.  Close-up of the Evans' Fryin' Pan Trap Setting Mechanism 
 

 
 

Figure 1d.  Patent Illustration (US #621,643):  Evans' Fryin' Pan Trap                                                                                                                       
  



THOUSAND ISLAND FISH TRAP 

 
 
     The fish trap pictured in Figures 2a, 2b & 2c is not known to have been patented, but if not conceivably 
still could be, due to its unique design. This trap is also meant to be lowered into and rest upon the floor 
of a body of water, the correct orientation being assured because of the 2 rectangular metal cross pieces 
×ÈÉÃÈ ÆÏÒÍ ÉÔÓ ÂÁÓÅȟ ɉ ÏÎÅ υȱ ÁÎÄ ÏÎÅ χȱ ÌÏÎÇ Ɋ ȟ both being made of solid lead.  
     4ÈÅ ωȱ ÈÉÇÈ Ö-shaped handle is designed to rotate down and lay flat when the trap is resting on the 
bottom and so is then out of the way of the 2 spring activated fish hooks, which lay down flat when in the 
set position ( Fig. 2c ). 
   This trap was found in upstate New York along the St. Lawrence River and so I refer to it as my 
Thousand Island Region Fish Trap. 
                                    

 
 

 Figure 2a .  Thousand Island Trap in the Sprung Position 



 
 

 Figure 2b.  Alternate View of the Thousand Island Trap in the Sprung Position 
 

 

 
 

Figure 2c.   Thousand Island Trap in the Set Position 
    
 
                                                     
                                                              
                                                          

STEPHEN LAWRENCE FISH TRAP 
 
 

 
     The fish trap pictured in Figure 3 was invented by Stephen A. Lawrence of Okmulgee, Oklahoma and 
was granted U. S. patent # 1,534,969 ( Fig. 3c Ɋ ÏÎ !ÐÒÉÌ ςρȟ ρωςυȢ )Ô ÓÔÁÎÄÓ υȢυȱ ÈÉÇÈ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÓ ÁÎ 
ÁÐÐÒÏØÉÍÁÔÅÌÙ υȭȭ ÓÑÕÁÒÅ ÓÔÅÅÌ ÐÌÁÔÅ ÂÁÓÅ ÉÎÔÏ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ ÓÔÁÍÐÅÄ PAT   4   21   25  in one corner and   20   in 
another, which is thought to be a serial number. 
  



     4ÈÅ ÄÒÉÖÉÎÇ ÆÏÒÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ  Ȱ &ÉÓÈ #ÁÔÃÈÅÒ Ȱȟ ÁÓ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÔÅÎÔ ÔÅØÔȟ ÉÓ Á Ȱ ÔÁÐÅÒÅÄ ÃÏÉÌ ÓÐÒÉÎÇ Ȱ 
which when compressed, collapses upon itself, so as to lay flat against the base when set and allows the 4 
inwardly facing, barbless hooks to rotate outward and lay horizontally ( Fig. 3a & 3b ). The patent also 
ÓÔÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ Ȱ ÒÉÓÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÓÅ ÉÓ Á ÐÏÓÔ ÔÏ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÍÁÙ ÂÅ ÁÔÔÁÃÈÅÄ Á ÓÔÒÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÌÏ×ÅÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÖÉÓÅ ÉÎÔÏ 
ÔÈÅ ×ÁÔÅÒȱȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÎÏ ÍÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ×ÈÅÔÈÅÒ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ÍÅÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÕÓÅÄ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÓÕÓÐÅÎÄÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÏÒ resting 
upon the bottom.   
 

 
 

Figure 3a.   Stephen Lawrence Trap in the Sprung Position 
 

 
 

Figure 3b.   Stephen Lawrence Trap in the Set Position 
                                                                                      



 
Figure 3c.  Patent Illustration (US #1,534,969):  Stephen Lawrence Trap 

                                                                    
 
 
 

LAKE ERIE CLAW TRAP 
  

 
   4ÈÅ ÆÉÓÈ ÔÒÁÐ ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅÄ ÉÎ &ÉÇÕÒÅ τ ÓÔÁÎÄÓ χȢυȱ ÈÉÇÈ ÁÎÄ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ËÎÏ×Î ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÐÁÔÅÎÔÅÄȢ )Ô ÓÏÍÅ×ÈÁÔ 
resembles the 1877 %ÖÁÎÓȭ %ÁÇÌÅ #ÌÁ× &ÉÓÈ ÁÎÄ !ÎÉÍÁÌ 4ÒÁÐȟ ɉ ÎÏ ËÎÏ×Î ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ &ÒÙÉÎȭ 0ÁÎ %ÖÁÎÓ 
), but employs an entirely different setting mechanism. Other surficial differences that set it apart from an 
Eagle Claw is that the metal employed is steel rather than brass ( except for its central hollow tube which 
the spring coils around ), 6 versus 8 striking hooks ( Figures 4a & 4b ), use of a conventional fish hook to 
hold the bait, and the distinctive wooden knob near the line tie, which may have served for buoyancy, and 
kept the trap in its desired pendant orientation when in the water. 
   The most fundamental and perhaps revolutionary aspect employed in the design and construction of 
this trap, is that should its spring break, it could be replaced, and easily so. Depending on the date of its 
manufacture, and this is almost certainly a factory trap, this may in fact be the very first spring-loaded 
fish hook or fish trap that exhibited such a fundamental improvement in design. 
    This particular trap was originally being found in northern Ohio, ȰÕÐ ÏÎ ,ÁËÅ %ÒÉÅ Ȱȟ  and so since so 
ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÔÒÁÐȭÓ ÏÒÉÇÉÎ ÁÎÄ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÁÒÅ ËÎÏ×Î, I refer to it simply as a Lake Erie Claw Trap. 



 

 
 

Figure 4a .  Lake Erie Claw Trap in the Sprung Position 
 

 
 

 
 

Figure 4b.  Lake Erie Claw Trap in the Set Position 
 
  


