6 UNIQUELY DIFFERENT METAL KILLER FISH TRAPS

William Blauser
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The 6 metal, killer fish traps thatareOEA OOAEAAO 1T £ OEEO AOOEAI A AOA
has collected over theprevious 25 years. Three of these traps are patented, while the other 3 may have
and could have been, because of their unique design, but if so, their letters of patent have not as yet been
found.

THE EVANSO FRYI N0 PAN TRAP

The fish trap pictured in Figures 1a,1b & 1cwas invented by John Evans of Bridgeport, Connecticut in
1899, being U. S. patent # 621,643 (Figd AT A EO OAAEAZAOOAA O AU OOAD A
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Griswold frying pan. Ithas a very strong long spring fr V-spring ) and 2 cast iron jaws, each having 2
rows of cast iron teeth. The purpose of this invention as stated by Evans in the patent papers was fooit t
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Figure 1a. Evans' Ifryin' Pan Trap in th&orung Position




Pan Trap in theSprung Position

Figure 1d. Patent lllustration (US #621,643): EvansFryin' Pan Trap



THOUSAND ISLAND FISH TRAP

The fish trap pictured in Figures 2a, 2b & 2as not known to have been patented, but if not conceivably
still could be, due to its unique design. This trap is also meant b& lowered into and rest upon the floor
of a body of water, the correct orientation being assured because of the 2 rectangular metal cross pieces
xEEAE £ Oi EOO AAOAN bgthbéiighade 6fsoldiledd. TT A xo6 11T C Q

4 EA wo6-shapedidandleds designed to rotate down and laflat when the trap is resting on the
bottom and so is then out of the way of the 2 spring activated fish hooks, which lay dowtat when in the
set position ( Fig. Z).

This trap was found in upstate New York aing the St. Lawrence River and so | refer to it as my

Thousand Island Region Fish Trap.

Figure 2a. Thousand Island Trap in theSprung Position



Figure 2b. Alternate View of theThousand Island Trap in theSprung Position
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Figure 2c. Thousand Island Trap in theSet Psition

STEPMEN LAWRENCE FISH TRAP

The fish trap pictured in Figure 3 was invented by Stephen A. Lawrence of Okmulgee, Oklahoma and
was granted U. S. patent # 1,534,969 (Fie® 11 ! POEI ¢ph pwgug )OO OOAT A
APDPOI GEI AOCAT U vd66 ONOAOA OOARAT 4 21 RDiA ond doddran@ 120 Tin x
another, which is thought to be a serial number.
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which when compressed, collapses upon itself, so as to lay flat against the base when set and allows the 4
inwardly facing, barbless hooks to rotate outward and lay horizontally Fig. 3a & 3b). The patent also
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upon the bottom.

Figure 3a. Stephen LawrenceTlrap in the Sprung Position

Figure 3b. Stephen Lawrencelrap in the Set Psition



Filed Nov, 7, 1923
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WITNESS: ATTORNEY

Figure 3c. Patent lllustration (US#1,534,969): Stephen Lawrence Trap

LAKE ERIE CLAW TRAP
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resembles the 187760 AT 06 wACI A #1 Ax &EOE AT A 'TEI Al 40ADPh
), but employs an entirely different settng mechanism. Other surficiatlifferencesthat set it apart from an
Eagle Claw is that the metal employed is steel rather thandss ( except for its central hollow tube which
the spring coils around ), 6 versus 8 striking hooké Figures 4a & 4b), use of a conventional fish hook to
hold the bait, and the distinctive wooden knob near the line tie, which may have served for buoyaneynd
kept the trap in its desired pendant orientation when in the water.

The most fundamental and perhaps revolutionary aspect employed in the design and construction of
this trap, is that should its spring break, it could be replaced, and easily scef@nding on the date of its
manufacture, and this is almost certainly a factory trap, this may in fact be the very first sprifigaded
fish hook or fish trap that exhibited such a fundamental improvement in design.

This particular trap was originally being found in northern Ohio,0 OB, A E Aand60 $inBesoO h
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Figure 4a. Lake Erie Claw Trap in theSprungPosition

Figure 4b. Lake Erie Claw Trap in theSet Position



